Two-story home built in Wikinsburg, PA as part of MHI's Urban Design Project.
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The goal of this project is to display the potential
for manufactured homes to provide affordable
housing in an urban setting that is architec-
turally appropriate. Witkinsburg, Pennsylvania,
was the first demonstration site for MHI's Utban
Design Project with other homes in Washington,
D.G. and Louisville, Kentucky. The Wilkinsburg
design is made up of three sections, providing
main living areas and a kitchen on the ground
floor and two bedrooms on the second floor for a
total of 1,475 square feet. The second story has a
5-in-12 hinged roof, while the single story and
porch have 4-in-12 shed roofs. The sections are
supported at the perimeter and marriage wall. A
site-built porch with decorative railing wraps the
front corner of the home.

This home provided a model of how indistin-
guishable 2 manufactured home could be from
a site-built dwelling. Initially there was concern
about the impact a manufactured home would
have on neighboring property values by some
local residents in Wilkinsburg. Ultimately the
home sold for about $5,000 more than compara-
ble local properties.

The second Utban Design Project was
installed in Washington, D.C. on two lots, in a
moderate-income urban neighborhood in the
city's Northeast section. A two-story and a one-
story unit were constructed.

The design appropriateness of these homes in
this neighborhood was verified without the use of
focus groups thanks to the active involvement of
the Marshall Heights Community Development
Organization, which had its hand on the pulse
of the community, and gave valuable guidance
as to what was best for these sites. The bungalow
style one-story house can be considered afford-
able, but it was not priced significantly lower

-than neighboring homes in this market.

Specification of R-19 walls, R-30 ceilings, and R-
30 floors all exceed HUD minimum insulation
values, and all windows included low-¢ glazing.

The 1,440-square-foot floor plan makes good
use of available space while minimizing first-
cost expenditures. To save on material costs,
interior partitions are kept to a minimum in the
living, dining, and kitchen areas of the house.
This lends an open, airy feel to the home, mak-
ing it seem larger than it actually is.



The two-story home built in Wilkinsburg
became the model for the second home built in
Washington. It was decided that instead of con-
crete slab construction (as was used in
Wilkinsburg) this model would have a full walk-
out basement, which would also be heated.

This single-story house was built by joining
two 14" wide by 52" long units side by side on a
concrete block foundation. Once the units were
in place, the roof was hinged up to a 7-in-12
pitch. The bulk of the house was factory-built
and erected on the lot with conventional set-up
methods. Site-built construction (the front
porch) adheres to BOCA standards. The two-story
house was constructed in a similar way,
although the stacking arrangement of the sec-
tions on this small site allowed a bit more room
for maneuverability around the house.

Initial reaction from the community was less
than enthusiastic. Once the house was finished
and open for view, public response was far more
favorable. In fact, the one-story house sold with-
in a few days of completion.

Advance notice of 48 hours (and a permit)
was required to close the street for setting the
home, but was not obtained. This resulted in
overtime expenses and delayed construction
time, Although contingency expenses were allo-
cated at 5% of construction costs, actual cost
overrun was closer to 7.5%. On future projects, it
may be advisable to provide a fairly detailed list-
ing of the manufacturer’s responsibilities, so as
to avoid any confusion as the project proceeds.
Getting everyone on the same page from the out-
set (either contractually or by some other
means) should be given a high priority during
the planning stages of future projects

In Louisville, hard cost savings were antici-
pated, but not realized on the first home. The
developer is confident that the four additional
units planned will come in at a cost savings as
compared to site-built. Three of those homes will
be single story designs and a fourth will be two-
story. This project required a change to the local
zoning ordinance to define manufactured homes
with permanent foundations, a minimum roof
pitch of 4-in-12, and approved building materi-
als as being eligible for placement in residential
districts.
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Bungalow-style home in its Washington, DC neighborhood.






















